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* REASONS 


TENDING TO 
PROVE THE VN- 


lawfulneſſe and inexpedi- 


encic of all Dioceſan Epiſco- 
pacy ( even the moſt 
oderate,) 


TOGETHER VVITH 


ſome needfull points ſuddenly 
ſuggeſted conlidering the 


ſeaſon, 


Vniill by the good providence of 


God a more full and mature diſcourſe 
may bee prepared and publiſhed ( if 
4 ncedeſorequire)by ſome 
better hand, | 


Wiſedome is jaitified of her Children, 


Printed eAnno t 64-1. 


AeART OF FN 


» onion ON 


« 4 


pw FS 
THEOLOGICAL 


S & > »-* 


] 


SUAINARY; "1% Ci j; 
\ EVE YORrRE; 


— 
QAa/ 
af Y® 


k w_ 
Aa 
- — £#* A 
F 
_ -% 
\F 


C 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
F 


- _- 40> ww eOw_ARn 4.19" nu—_—_— 


THERE IS A 
CERTAINE AND PER. 
fe platforme of Chriſtian 


. Church Government fer down 
by Ghriſ and his Apoſtles 
in the New Teſtamenc. 


N Chriftian Charch Goverment, ſome Note. 
things are ſubitantiall,and they are par- 
ticularly and exp ſer downe in the 
New Teſtament. rs are circomttan- 
tial, which are onely concluded under 
ſome generall rules ſufficient to di- 

re& the Church in ordering thereof ;and 
from which therefore ſhee may not de- 
part. Ot theſe latter there is lictle doubt: 
Therefore omitting them, I proceede to - 
prove the pofition as concerning the Subſtantialls in 

- —— gr ——— eſpecially : And that by thele rea» 

$ 


Poſition. 1, 


225 
” 4 "(% 
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Reaf. 1. Becauſe all the ſeverall kindes of Church OF 
fices and officers, called by the names of Presbyrters, Bi- A@s x. 13, & © 
ſhops, Paſtors, Teachers. Deacons, with their due quali- 6, 4.6, and 13, 
fications, manner of vocation by eleftion and Ordinati- 2. 3, 3+ & 144 


on, together with all the Miniſteriall duties inthoſe of- = 


A 2 fices $9 11,7.8. 


bes 


(2) 
Gre GO ne ren ny oc 


- for the ning 0s poker 
=P ach of for and 
—w—__—__ yrs: and 


Tit. 2+ 5,7: Rn with the concterencie of divers Churches and 
x Cor. 5. t0- drm A for their pR_ _ as need re- 
March 18.17, > ae _ w}> 
TEM ach gorenmentard ew 
AR.15. 1, 23, ly and expreſicly s done 4 4 Tels 
ma appeare by t pate © rac eat. 
A —_ theſe, or ſuch as are neceſſaci! y Tx 
them, are not ſubitantiall in the ourward government of 
= — fScri doe ſceme plaine! 
exts of Scripture doe y to 
owne this poſton, as 2 (7. 4-17. Timothy ſhall par you you 
in remembrance of my wayes in Chriſt, bow I teach in all the 
Churches. By which place it ſeemes, that Pax/did teach 
unto, and in all the C , unifo 
taine wayes Or prafticall courſes i in 
dire&ion from Chriſt, and pertaining to 
over and beſides, thoſe mentioned in this 
Timothy ſhould more plainly ſhew unto the Corinthians ; 
which what could they bee but matters of govetnment, 
which are here more ſcantly exprefſed, in other places 
more fully ? In z Tim, 3. 15, The Apoſtle telleth tellerh Taws- 
thy that he wrote that Epiſtle to him, that Hee =o 
n how to carry himſclfe rom. 11} ah re be- 
like he doth there teach him points of government, aſwell 
as other things. And 1 Tim, 6. 21, Hee bids him obſerve 
thoſe rules before w_ him (viz, touching ny" 
vernment amo oregon 4, without partiali 
in the concluſion of the Ep 1 Tim.6.13,14. He bieds 
all that hee kad beforelaid with a ſtrift charge to keepe 
that commandement (i, e. commandements, the word 
being put co/leQive] unſpotted, 5, e unchanged unto the 


comming 


— | 


"Ate wece Dru ; = _ 


"I m. i. =. Alt. 


(33) 4 ow" ! 


to Ge of te Officer = Fe he Mineral 


and ſome things of their calling, 5: Re oy 
Whance I —_—_ _- therefore all er leone 


Tenn et ork of 
iſe of (boil, which js; onegt his 


3'a6s » 4 9015 1 noqy nak-! 
br GG Ge downe 6 Ernma of 4 
Church, ach cure heck Chriſt for the 


Hou, opon whole 


; Monk, DT? 


al thingst Bo Oud he hichurchy 
- + qo yer the State our Saviour 'never cell 

Neither can any true reaſon be rendred why, eAoſer 
ſhould direR the Tewiſh Church,jaa certain forme of go- 
uernement, rather then Chriſt, the Chriſtian Church, 

$. We Sarmaetth, ure prot prnaeo ns 
gouernement urches, but infinite diuerfitie ; No 
certainetic, but Hefitation, and dail doubting, whether 
men were right or wrong; No co ie but co 
mutabilitie; In caſe of any errour committed, there 
would be no meanes, no hopes of re&ifying them,if there 
were no rule : Or rather no poſſibilitle doing either 
right or wrong therein, otherwiſe then by conformitic 
———_ ——— "x 


A3 


(4) 


6 The Charch of Geal la kisbenks, Kingdoms, Body: 
and heiv the Inhabitane, King, and Head 
vice, —_— and true rr ry 


_ 
PEE Sn 


ts a proper and grace: 
in-the particiilats mentioned 'before in the firſt reaſon, 
And therefore none may lawfully eppolne he akon 


na atid cher feveritwrhenl 
rp -Oftr 
ſelves doe grant aſmach, Yea of hem doe lay it a8 


Wil bidbs whereon to build, and chivte pillar whereby 


|4their owne ; afivell us ſundry other 
to COrmmon to 
po pruning h governeman 


The 
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Ly 


Pe Ya Fe 
we: ee Bret Gm ons 


(yr it; chen a 
+ —— yg whereunto hee bath bound it; 


———_z— iven,why the go- 
EEE rink 
another nor can 

| —_ int For who lenge 


in tum, ora 
ens of hig 


c. autho- 
4 On yoremmentas ar SI 


- 7 , 


in the ſtate of 
ns e's ati dy wore are" 


xr, unlefſe God hiowkelfe gue orherdireRionyps weoſes 


(5) 
up into the hands of his Father at the laſt day. x Cor. 15; 


= The end and cauſe for which Church-gazernmens 
was atficſ appointed by God _ The Churches con- 


dire& meanes thereof alſo, unlefe Got 
_— alter the ſame? ' . a6 

he Scripture teſtifiech chu. v1 
_ Her pore racing tw - 
eers 0 CIPLINE Or [ —» I" n [ 
ie acoter thi A 


kad 
POM 


_—_ 


that hay and 
th 5 fog. Der = FEED m_ if ele 
ces het oi whynr yt not theirica minis 
ſteriall dutics, the manner 'of their — 
other neceflary appurtenances of —_— 


alſo? 
5. Thi Church is Ohrifts Houſe, Kikgrdome:Bady, 
AY ©; therefore there is ho reaſon, vom: Bly 


Church ſhould take her to gouerne her. (elfe; and 
® OO $owto Chriſt, or elſe Epps 
tinand ouertheſame, bim- 
ſelke Cie, ch effe to thruſt but the GOUErREmERT by tian 
8. If ney engiiths re (I ſpeake ſillof the 
amor wh Jehen- may t it in whole, And © 
oY remove Paſtors Feathers &c. and ED 
their all the orders -of the Las 7 eg 
"make nitw Cenſures, or have none atall. Andiffo, rm 
not new Sacraments, and new Scriptures too? + 


9. In theinſitution of any diuine ordinance, the firſt 
in uſe ts ever the rule and meaſure of the refttocome af- 


in 


. 
CO # bo 6. nat _  {—__—__ vc. 


(7) 


in the point of Marriage and the Lords Supper; and 
therefore, if any abuſe aotle, weeare bid to looketothe 
tors wa oy firſt Cingd 


Sant cur Theſh ( 

Gels) Howell _—— Epiſ- 

unalterable? and why elſe would 

cy nl men 1 has; thi an _ 
'of [ apon this (as 

'us in hand) that their government bbs 
i and therefore i 


s.0f Church-government qnbich 4 er Poſirion. 3 
: HERE from that - rye Chriſt rr ſer 

= the New Teitamitnt (ſo farre as they di 

"> brews) arg in them yh onlawfull ; and by 


name - $I Dioceſan Biſhops ay 
the ro. 


He merci f _ reſent ſhall be taken as per/+ 
== appparent ,. ae ey of the truth of the *** 

pofuions: Now touching Dioceſan E- 

jo meg irwere Crippen 0 all 

oever Orher. acciden- 

nny accoraing to the ſubſtance of 

it, 


2 Inall the New Teſtament, a Biſbop and an Elder or 
ter are confounded as being rwo names of one 
and © the, as AB. 20,197, 28, rTim.3.1,9. 
Tit, 1.5, 7, PMEY;Y. find therefore to make a Bj 
ſhops office diſtin& in kinde from, and ſuperiour unto 
(tzurch once Lord owe ) a Preabyuers, 14.4 prevachs 
CatiORs 
3 Ordination and excommunication / wwo of the 
clhueteft alts of nd eee] are never attt{bu- 


2, 3- CHMatth, ke Church, prom 1 - therefore 
itis IP (REns by his office to ar Ex- 


conſt {tillnow of late) by all ſa 
_—_ a = ay ar man, anda = 
NE 


——— 


: xt» 44 As = 


(9) 
humans, we have the concurrent conſent of 
Proteftants both 


onely Jure 


be | 
ny The fk meteon we feof Biops a dif 
ther Che 
partie doe . 
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Poſition, 4 The left and moſt moderate | Epiſcopacy (ad aft 
rom- and ſuperiour unto the office of Precbyter;) 
. is both init felfe unlawfull, and aljo wnto us dan. 


| 


$3771 : 
. 


Norte, 


iſters; Fifthly, and. by their adviceand afſitaycerogpr- 
Es Red is ark ON on eden, 

CS, , in or pil 
Pcesb ek Ke. oe contunt Me tors dy-+ 
ring lite upon. condicion of their, government 
Sever \. To.hoe a negative of, a double, or at leaſt a 
caſting voyce , when things come to be voted, Laſtly; to 
have theſe preheminences fetled upon them as by a ſtan- 
ding law , and as due by right unto their office. I fay 
though they were A of all the reſt, yea and of many 
of theſe too if you will, yet cannot ſuch an office be law- 
full in the Church, 

\Reaſ. 1. Becauſe it is a new Miniſtry, a new ſtanding k 
office v. hich Chriſt not ordained, but deviſed by mans n 
will alone, agd introduced by his meere will, which is 
unlawful] upon preſuppoſall of things delivered, and in 

art confirmed before. 


2 This offce deviſed by man robbeth more or lefſe the | 


officers 


(1t) 

officers ordained by God (if not the Church alfo ) of 
thoſe priviledges wherewith he hath inveſted them, yea 

it advanceth it ſelfe over them, which to doe, is injuſtice 


and uſurpation, 
3 Iemaketh the Biſhop wich his aſſiſtants ©); werIEG- 


why, that is, To bee unwarrantably babe in other mens 
Ph pe pee in Cher Chace thank 
y way © hy 
cos, wich cit x —_—_ 


_— Tn mately! 
ho IG ) "after muſt needs his ——_ 
Nell vi looking 'calling from Gatl ) 
with 1 to. ot ber: nyens, Or mutt 


commit Eur hero Jeabinyan/es rhe 
he ſhould not'doe. * ; 


that 
nn nn err Countrey, 
y becomeitheir uſual aſſitants. and 
Cen kainbe)ere high Tp ,Fecthe velit of 
the miniſters (with their Churc bee kept under 
the hatches ſtill, rw roar ran of miniſterial 
be Re will kioderfar ſtim paltythebe fth 
'6 r(at inging in otthe 
true-governement of Chriſt, ares reformation cf 
the Church, now while it may Arm in all like] y- 
hood ;-whbich ought not to be done. 
7 Ifit be aid, that itis no new Midifte butan bigh- 
er . —_ of the ſame miniſterie onely,yet( belides all a 
ther exceptions) this is as unlawfull as the other.' F 
much as our Saviour condemnes, and forbids in his 7 
or 4 les ſuch. ſerking and oy wr preheminence, one 
them over another, they being all of the ſame office, 
and ſo of cquall powes and auchority, Mach, Itis as 


lawfull ro make new miniſteryes in the Church, as to 
B3 - niake 


7 i 


NION f 
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(12) 
make new degree ofthe ſame niinifterie which God bath 
mot niads,, © 6" *91 4 

Te Iris alſo dangerous to wy, vie, 


Leſt ———— this petite Epiſcopary 


fulneſle. #2: BF. { 1 
2. The | ——_ — rx 
ter ſhalVRill inn poſſeſſion , and herefore | 
ex thee domes to {0covt Ic Ridebgaiine, 
3. leſſer being admitted but as an humane 


nance, and f 
the + which is an bumane ordinance rob. Fur 
that tobe inthe Church, why not this alf6? 


And if this bee onely.caſtout becauſe corrupted inthe 
mannet of adminiſtration , why may it not returne a« 
hereafter (this nd for the ſame rea- 
ms when thoſe corruptions are remo- 
_ =_ —_ the wor ws and willingly, for 
incomming ter, in propriety of 
ſ te leſſer ſhall not at all bethruſt om, or extingui- 
, but rather by certaine degrees ſhall be hoyſed up, 
and augrieticed to be the greater. And (© ſhall be a 
yner, no looſer by the ſame, 

5 Moftof all if any of the ſame perſons,that formerly 
have beene greater Bilhops, ſhall be thus ſmall (un- 
lefſe grace'in any of them bee wo predominant) 
cheir owne maturall pride and anbitonahe 
re wm = 1 en the confidera- 
tion of their preſent low cbbe, yet conceit of _——_ 
- 


(13) * 


and jndignity they ſuppoſe they have received , the 
maſſe of Ee = 
before»band heaped t er, the 1 

eps their c 


- by Iay baſe remay 
withthe boneydeunes of ey —_ «os. foone 
make them to revive and uriſh againe, ard-a.the end 
gn raiſe a new ftorme againſt their oppoſites ( if 

ot againſt Church and Kingdome wo) pubrthas: 


ther a 


im, zhas: 
owne experience, but more rr the =. our 
nation may uber any 2 
cxybee han nick hem, why 6s 
web, Wan » WW 
og, Pee We ks SNP 
ſtrates at their owne pleaſure, and (againſt 
an ) to dqmineere both over | 


. ., 
1303 7 
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Poſition, 5. 'the utter removiell, g vt Dies FOR! rin 
all degrees thereof; 6,4 #his tive, feizible enough, 
| bf wen (bee - not TI otayſeds for: 0s 

i eaverin 3 , 
4) 22303972 34 gan es 7,7 23a? 5 
» 39 £1200 432435) ”, $31 1697; 3 rr 
_ 'B Ecanie chilnneofabuacaliing, and bf ſom 
.  chicfe in that j/ at —_ 
7 ndw-pema to mg ghe, to 
ripen ore Gb.) | 
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more then 0 man- 
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4 Theruine of thegreat _ of Rowe, by compu- 
tation of many learned men, is neere at hand, how then 
ſhould theſe leſſer Biſhops be farre from theirs, who as 
Dioceſan Biſbops doe hold of him, or at the leaſt, with 
him. If che maine Sea bed ed up, how ſhould the rivu- 
lety hold out ; ifthe whole y fall, how ſhould the 
branches ſtand? | 


5 Yea, they are fallen already in good part many 
wayes, and are finking daily : And what remaines to be 
done , is no harder to God then that which is al- 


ready 


(15) 
ready done : As Hama: wife faid to him, If Mordecat 


boy BY before whom chou haſt begun to fall this 
day, &c. 


6 The utter removall of the Prelates now, is no grea- 
ter, nor more difficult a worke then the Lord hath beene 
wont to doe; No, notthen he hath been wont to doe in 
the like kind : They have beene caſt out of King- 
domes and States abroa WEUSURS th, pew neerer 
home in Scorland: Nay, our ſelves have had experience 
dna por Ces ems che wort iſhed 

of Rowe 
Monkes and Fryars, and the maine body of Popiſh ſur 
and herefie, and what then is this uncircumci- 
vn; ag A Seeded road eden 
already ace rayngs yrneengs j hgpcing, 


C: God ſcemes of late to bein a veine of working mi- 
his , 


and miracles for us, ar wonders at the jeat, as if 
hand being once in, he could ngw doe : 


nſt >iem, as a man of warre, letus march after our 
——_ and in the Name of the Lord wee ſhall defiroy 


l 


= 9 Wee 


ww 


N 
( 16) 
go Wee have that aſſiſtance How from aur nctghbuu- 
ring Nation in moving for a full, r:formatiog. of the 
Chrirch, and utter extirpation of -_—_ as N doe 
mer times we never had, _ if _ neglefted, per 
we never ſhall have againe. doe now petition 4 
ſame thing with us, if * 7 -wicth them, : who 
knowes what force the. united. humble deſires of rwo 


omes in.an None thi havewith « pracious 
Rnglope : A double bing my fore Gas uſe 
10, Wee have the Petitions of themol peaple lpfhs 


Rhagouts, that are beſt aff poof parneng Or from 
- "mon £95 if as i on ich Flo 

i ie: Ko dll @ur c 
Fpilcoptic: Why Is it. n b of Ch eh hoo 


wakened the ſpirits of men, and made Oh ths bones to 
ſtand np, yea to march forward Intheſacy of the cne+ 
mies, armed with pen, inke, and DAPer, inſtcad of powder 
and ſhot to pull them downe, b rr) ho & 

11 Wee have the helpe of Hh Nis Hoe AE 
ſembly of ele 6 whoſe 'P 


rage, zeale, their ſpecc 5 het 
ting, their ro; Ons, © 

vances, tb call fof advice, &c. ED "EO, 
the Goſpel, and good of the Churc invite us 


to purſue all honeſt and juſt —_— _ baſe de» 


12 And which is (under he pd ret acodad of 
God) the greateſt advantage of all the reſt, our dread 
Soveraigne © his native goodneſſc and jultice, together 
with his preſent moſt gratious concurrence with them, 
and 1 —_ ing of them. in their-pr hitherto, 
inthis lebs of Refortnation" 6f the Church ; and. 
redrefſe of the common wealth. But ſuppoſe that fome 


(t7) 
of the Parliament men and others otherwiſe eminent in 
Kingdome were as yet of a contrary minde, though [ 
belecvethey are not fo many as is pretended, nor would 
bee fo many as they are, if it were not for ſome faſt 
(though any; ph lecret friends of petite Epiſcopacy, 
Yet flag; of ſinne and ſecke the Lord, and 
tamencably complie and humbly fue to them, and 
bring forth our ftrong reaſons to-convince them, and 
gonlage ativice to.caunke} them, fice who can ll how 

luch. zz ace, now avercſe-and. an erdegrat 
nee e may bem favorable*nay c and zealous in 


gf 3 And againe ſuppo ſe there were lefle hope in reſpe& 


of meanes and oherwidaben indeede © rg ip 
y_ we Chee Ne ie on —_ 
ren Melhe on 


Rs Znd hath irs Airprdntap dens 

people, and\on the other fide the Gtperans oo wh or 

that all of us are in, who have appeared in this holy 

_ nero rh raog _ yea te alſo of fuch as 
or t” ny 

DCs ſuffer more t Lp EE 

vengeful antadrieretfs then hit IE Fg will 

ndt, 208 cannet attenipe ny Wain "of: yet, wee 

1 py dtleafbrhioughſeare: ** 
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Poſition 6. * 


(18) 


AC 


Were there no Church Governement particularly - 
oinzed by God, bar the the fine ware aber et 

ft 10 the Churches diſcretion, yet were hs Pres- 

governement rather to bee choſen, then 


= moſt modtr ate Hpifpey that may bee devi- 


"IE the bounr 4 out on of the 
it 66a World forecrs enfell emilchinks © bs 
1 9 ual) by Sgaas;miade & in 


23 o prevent a yaſt imparity y of the Miniflerie both 
x: and weal hw = elſe, it will neceſſarily 
Te _ of thatare of the ſame lear- 
ſorye ſhall bee as the 
Apoie rank) x faith) and vp) Amy» wy Tome 
rs ſhall bee as vaſſalls to them : which is both againſt 
reaſ6n and religion roo, 


3 To prevent the berter all corruption in governement, 
when it is in many equalls, rather then in one chiefe , 
and the moderator is choſen from time to time a new, 
— to be one and the ſame continually, and that during 


4 For the better welfare of the flocke, eſpecially thar 
part of which the Biſhop hath the cure z which by this 
meanes 


(ar) 


meanes elſe will bee negleted, and the worke of preach- 
will bee laid afide, orelſe turned over to the curat, 
whiles the Biſhop __— attends to ruling, and that of 
other Churches then His owne, as a more honourable im- 
ployment, Which opinion and praftiſe hath beene one 
great meanes to cauſe, and colour to excuſe our Lordly 
and idlePrelates. 


s For better commoderation and correſpondence 
with other of the beſt reformed Churches (who cmbrace 
gn , rather then the. ſame mixed with a 

Epiſcopacy ) and ſo our greater unity and amity 
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